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Is it for me? 

This case study will be of interest to head 

teacher and teacher in Primary School, 

especially those in small rural schools in 

Highland Council 

What does it cost? 

£1 per child to register with Crest Awards 

£5 or less per week for consumable 

resources for experiments and 

investigations 

Where can I find out more? 

www.crestawards.org/ 

 

 

If you need support in starting your own STEM 

Club please contact the Primary Science 

Development Officers Team -  

Emily Brown– 07706935355 

emily.brown@highland.gov.uk 

 

Kathryn Thomas– 07827356185 

Kathryn.thomas2@highland.gov.uk 

Case Study 
Carbost Primary School runs a weekly after school STEM Club 

for 2nd level pupils, working to build their engagement and 

confidence  with Science and STEM. 

Carbost is a rural Primary School on the Isle of  Skye with 23 

pupils in P1-7 and 6 nursery pupils.   

Rationale 
The STEM Club was started as a way to build pupil motivation 

for learning in Science and STEM.  Learners had shown great 

enthusiasm for learning in Science lessons and the school 

wanted to build on this enthusiasm and offer an extension of 

class lessons in the for of an extra curricular club.    

Learners in the 

STEM Club are 

working toward a 

Super Star award 

in the CREST 

Awards Scheme.  

Star and SuperStar 

levels are designed 

to be easy-to-run 

and low-cost for 

children typically 

aged 5-7 and 7-11 years. Children gain an Award by 

completing eight challenges, which are available to download 

from their resource library. CREST also provide helpful tips 

sheets for you to use, explaining the scientific themes and 

offering guidance on conversation topics for your children. 

https://www.crestawards.org/
https://www.crestawards.org/crest-star
https://www.crestawards.org/crest-superstar
http://primarylibrary.crestawards.org/


Benefits  
Learners in this small rural primary school have an excellent opportunity to build their science capital 

through the school STEM Club, that would other wise not be available.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Crest challenge is introduced on the SMART board by the teacher.  The pupils, then split into small 

groups of 3 pupils and then independently collect resources, plan, carry out and record their finding in 

their CREST Award jotters.  In the process pupils were employing problem solving, literacy, measuring and 

information handing skills. 

The STEM club is a superb opportunity to get young learners thinking scientifically and experimenting 

with science activities in their daily lives.  The children develop their investigative and teamwork skills. 

After completing all eight challenges, each child will receive a CREST SuperStar certificate and iron-on 

badge.  

 

Impact 
The children involved in the STEM Club were very enthusiastic to get hands on with their science activities 

and worked very well in mixed trios for their ‘Sticky Problem Challenge.’  The 

STEM club is inclusive and male and female pupils with a wide range of abilities 

were taking part and building their confidence and independent learning skills.   

Parents and Teaching staff have also recognised some pupils have become more 

engaged and motivated in learning across the curriculum stemming from their 

involvement in the STEM Club.  One parent commented:   

‘Just wanted to relay the fact that C. thought that Stem Club yesterday was the “best after school thing 
ever & super fun.”  In fact, I don’t think I’ve seen him ever be quite so excited.’ 
 
The Carbost STEM club is an outstanding example of a school working to build pupils Science Capital 
which research has shown to be a hugely influential factor determining a child’s  future subject and 
career choices. 
 

This case study has been prepared by  Emily Brown.  The views contained in this document are those of the author 

and do not necessarily represent those of the RAiSE Project, Education Scotland, and/or The Wood Foundation. 

Are you doing something interesting? Trying something new? If so, we’d love to hear from you. Contact 

any member of the RAiSE team to share your experiences. (Contact details above)  

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/education/research/Research-Centres/cppr/Research/currentpro/Enterprising-Science/01Science-Capital.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0t70bwPD6Y

